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Joint Business Council's Statement on COVID-19 Response
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http://info@eu-asean.eu/


The EU-ASEAN Business Council, together with The ASEAN Business Advisory Council and its
Joint Business Council partners published a joint statement on 20 May calling for more cohesive
and responsive collective action by ASEAN member states in their fight against the COVID-19
pandemic and in the development of a post-pandemic economic recovery for the ASEAN region. 

For more information, click here
To access the joint statement, click here
To access the Terms of Reference, click here

Press articles released on the joint statement:
https://www.theedgemarkets.com/article/asean-business-councils-call-special-highlevel-
commission-coordinate-covid19-response-and

https://www.sgsme.sg/news/asean-business-group-calls-coordinated-public-private-response-
covid-19

https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/asean-business-group-calls-for-coordinated-
public-private-response-to-covid-19

EU-ABC WEBINARS & ACTIVITIES

The unexpected pandemic brought on by COVID-19 has certainly changed the way the way the
world functions, with social distancing, lock downs and the integration of technology into our daily
lives. It compels one to embrace the notion of new norms as we go through this experience
together. 

With Circuit Breaker (implemented by the Singapore Government) still in place in the month of
May, the team at the EU-ASEAN Business Council has been staying connected with our
esteemed members through webinars in our Sustainability series and also introducing our insight
series, having a closer look into how COVID-19 has impacted the region and the countries
respectively, with weekly country insights. 

Going into June, with the lifting of lock downs globally and the circuit breaker in Singapore, we
look forward to the continued communication and value add to our members as we gradually ease
back into our daily lives. 

3 part webinar series to Understanding COVID-19’s Impact on Business
Strategies: Expert Panel on Capturing Economic Upturns post Covid-

19

The EU-ASEAN Business Council concluded our 3 part COVID-19 webinar series with, Expert
Panel on Capturing Economic Upturns Post Covid-19 yesterday evening. 

To tie up the series, the webinar featured an outstanding expert panel, sharing their knowledge
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and insight on initiatives to strengthen long term recovery and resilience post COVID-
19. The informative session was well attended by over 100 attendees.
 
Panelists:

Cesar V. Purisima 

Former Secretary of Finance, Republic of the Philippines

Tan Sri Datuk Dr Rebecca Fatimah Sta Maria

Executive Director, APEC Secretariat, Singapore

Joseph Incalcaterra

Chief Economist for ASEAN, HSBC

Moderator:

Donald Kanak

Chairman of EU-ASEAN Business Council; Chairman of Eastspring Investments

For more information on the webinar, click here

To view the webinar, click here 
 

3 part webinar series to Unlocking Asean’s Sustainability Agenda- What
Can Businesses Do?: Advancing ASEAN's Circular Economy Agenda

The EU-ASEAN Business Council kicked started our Sustainability Webinar series with,
"Advancing ASEAN's Circular Economy Agenda" on 15 May. 

First in a series of 3 webinars, it saw an overwhelming response of more than 100 attendees
participate in an engaging discussion with our exceptional lineup of speakers on the adoption of
circular economy and how it can lead to economic growth and an inclusive environment to
overcome the challenges brought on by climate change and continue to develop sustainably.  

Panelists:

Emmanuelle Maire 

Head of Unit Sustainable Production, Products & Consumption, DG Environment
European Commission

Kwok Wai Choong

Deputy Director(Cluster Development), Industry Development and Promotion Department,
National Environment Agency

Rachel Fleishman

Head, Sustainability and Advocacy, BASF East Asia

Olivia Widen

Associate Director, Corporate Affairs, S & R, Pernod Ricard

Moderator:

Corrado Chr. Lillelund Forcellati

Director, Sustainability Services, KPMG

For more information on the webinar, click here

To view the webinar, click here 
 

3 part webinar series to Unlocking Asean’s Sustainability Agenda- What
Can Businesses Do?: Driving ASEAN’s Sustainable Infrastructure

Agenda Forward 

https://www.apec.org/About-Us/APEC-Secretariat
https://www.business.hsbc.com.sg/en-sg/asean
https://www.eastspring.com/
https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/06/01/COVID-19-Webinar-Series-Expert-Panel-On-Capturing-Economic-Upturns-Post-Covid-19
https://youtu.be/zf3NXHLbbPM
https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/17/Sustainability-Webinar-Series-Advancing-ASEANs-Circular-Economy-Agenda
https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/17/Sustainability-Webinar-Series-Advancing-ASEANs-Circular-Economy-Agenda
https://ec.europa.eu/info/index_en
https://www.nea.gov.sg/
https://www.basf.com/sg/en.html
https://www.pernod-ricard.com/en
https://home.kpmg/sg/en/home.html
https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/17/Sustainability-Webinar-Series-Advancing-ASEANs-Circular-Economy-Agenda
https://youtu.be/-coALetoukM


Following the highly rated first webinar in our Sustainability series, The EU-ASEAN Business
Council held another excellent webinar, "Driving ASEAN’s Sustainable Infrastructure Agenda
Forward" on 20 May.

The 2nd in our 3 part series, the distinguished and diverse panel of speakers had a lively
discussion with the close to 100 attendees on how sustainable infrastructure meets the demands
of urbanisation of ASEAN.

Panelists:

HE Ambassador Igor Driesmans

EU Ambassador to ASEAN

Kow Juan Tiang 

Deputy Executive Director, Infrastructure Asia

Johan de Villiers

Managing Director, ABB Singapore and Head of Industrial Automation South-East Asia

Stanimira Koleva

SVP and General Manager of APAC, HERE Technologies

Moderator:

Martin Hayes

Vice Chairman, EU-ABC   
President, Bosch Southeast Asia /Managing Director, Bosch Singapore

For more information on the webinar, click here

To view the webinar, click here 
 

Op-ed on Replacing Coal Power with Renewables in Developing
Countries

29 May 2020: An op-ed by Don Kanak, Chairman of the EU-ASEAN Business Council was

published on the World Economic Forum's website. The piece discusses the need to retire coal-

fired power plants and the mechanism to do so, thereby creating more jobs, improvement of

public health and changing the trajectory of carbon emissions in a massive way. 

Click here for the full version of the op-ed

https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/21/Sustainability-Webinar-Series-Driving-ASEANs-Sustainable-Infrastructure-Agenda-Forward
https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/21/Sustainability-Webinar-Series-Driving-ASEANs-Sustainable-Infrastructure-Agenda-Forward
https://eeas.europa.eu/delegations/association-southeast-asian-nations-asean_en
https://www.infrastructureasia.org/
https://new.abb.com/sg
https://www.here.com/
https://www.bosch.com.sg/
https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/21/Sustainability-Webinar-Series-Driving-ASEANs-Sustainable-Infrastructure-Agenda-Forward
https://youtu.be/cPbxJ_wdGYQ
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/how-to-replace-coal-and-accelerate-the-energy-transition-in-developing-countries/
https://www.weforum.org/agenda/2020/05/how-to-replace-coal-and-accelerate-the-energy-transition-in-developing-countries/


Weekly Insight Series

The EU-ASEAN Business Council has put together a Weekly Insight Series, on a subject matter
that is no doubt, of concern to all, COVID-19!

The first insight piece offered an overview of COVID-19's impact on a regional basis, followed by
country insights, that is being pushed out on a weekly basis. Featuring a country each week, the
bite sized insight pieces offers an in-depth look into the impact of COVID-19 into each of the
country that makes up ASEAN.

For more information / to read the insight pieces on the various countries we've covered so far:

4 May 2020: Economic Impact of COVID-19 on ASEAN – Need for a Regional Approach
11 May 2020: COVID-19 in Indonesia
18 May 2020: COVID-19 in Thailand
27 May 2020COVID-19 in Malaysia

Do keep a lookout for more insight pieces, that are in the pipeline, coming your way!

Launch of Business Sentiment Survey

The EU-ASEAN Business Council launched our Business Sentiment Survey on 26 May. On it's
6th run, the annual flagship publication serves as a barometer for current European business
sentiment in the ASEAN region, with a focus on key issues such as customs & trade regulations,
regional and global developments, COVID-19 responses, and other challenges to European
Businesses in ASEAN, amidst an increasingly challenging global trade environment, compounded
by the pandemic.  It is distributed to, and read by, policymakers and key stakeholders right across
the ASEAN region and in Europe.

If you are an Executive in a European firm with a presence in ASEAN, do share with us your
outlook and concerns for the region in 2020 and beyond. Results will be compiled and published
in September later this year.

Don't miss out on this chance to have your voice heard by government leaders and public policy
makers -- respondents will receive preliminary findings of the survey results directly in their
inboxes!

Participate in the survey now by clicking here

IN THE NEWS

https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/04/EU-ASEAN-Business-Insight-Piece-Economic-Impact-of-COVID-19-on-ASEAN-%E2%80%93-Need-for-a-Regional-Approach
https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/12/EU-ASEAN-Business-Council-Insight-Piece-Country-Insights---Covid-19-in-Indonesia
https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/18/EU-ASEAN-Business-Council-Insight-Series-Country-Insights---COVID-19-in-Thailand
https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/27/EU-ASEAN-Business-Council-Insight-Series-Country-Insights---COVID-19-in-Thailand
https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/04/EU-ASEAN-Business-Insight-Piece-Economic-Impact-of-COVID-19-on-ASEAN-%E2%80%93-Need-for-a-Regional-Approach
https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/12/EU-ASEAN-Business-Council-Insight-Piece-Country-Insights---Covid-19-in-Indonesia
https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/18/EU-ASEAN-Business-Council-Insight-Series-Country-Insights---COVID-19-in-Thailand
https://www.eu-asean.eu/single-post/2020/05/27/EU-ASEAN-Business-Council-Insight-Series-Country-Insights---COVID-19-in-Thailand
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/39CTHKF
https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/39CTHKF


Press articles, opinion pieces and media clips released:

https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/asean-economies-should-tackle-structural-
issues-during-covid-19-slump

https://www.bworldonline.com/incentives-key-to-attracting-investments-from-firms-shifting-work-
from-china/

https://www.theedgemarkets.com/article/asean-business-councils-call-special-highlevel-
commission-coordinate-covid19-response-and

https://www.sgsme.sg/news/asean-business-group-calls-coordinated-public-private-response-
covid-19

https://www.businesstimes.com.sg/asean-business/asean-business-group-calls-for-coordinated-
public-private-response-to-covid-19

For full listing of media coverage, please click here

EU-ABC UPCOMING WEBINARS & ACTIVITIES

Date: 11 June 2020
Time: 16.00 - 17.00 (SGT)
More details to follow, stay tuned!

More details to follow, stay tuned!

EU-ABC MEMBERS
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