
 
EU-ABC  Meets President Jokowi for the first time 

Forward looking discussion on deepening EU-Indonesia Ties 

Jakarta, 29 November 2019: The EU-ABC, together with EuroCham Indonesia, was honoured to meet 
President Joko Widodo at the start of his second term as President of Indonesia. This meeting was 
part of the Council’s annual business mission trip to Indonesia, bringing more than 30 European 
Companies for meetings with the Indonesian Government and local business.   

President Jokowi set out his priorities for his second term encouraging European businesses to play a 
greater role in the inclusive economic development of the country, particularly in areas linked to 
sustainability, human capital development and the Fourth Industrial Revolution.  

Speaking after the meeting the EU-ABC Chairman, Donald Kanak, said: “It was a very productive and 
forthright discussion. EU-ABC made clear the strong commitment and optimism of European 
companies to expand trade and investment in Indonesia and play a constructive role in support of the 
President’s objectives of human capital development, infrastructure and economic transformation, in 
sectors from manufacturing to logistics, energy to insurance and banking. Along with ASEAN 
businesses, our companies want to help create a more prosperous, inclusive and sustainable future.” 

Corine Tap, Chairwoman of EuroCham Indonesia said “We very much welcome this valuable 
opportunity to meet Indonesia’s President and key ministers. EuroCham Indonesia stands ready to be 
a partner to the President and to his team as Indonesia embarks on a roadmap for economic 
transformation. Advancing EU-Indonesia relations, including the speedy conclusion of the EU-
Indonesia CEPA negotiations which will boost EU-Indonesia trade and promote more European 
investments in the country.” 

At the meeting, the President also encouraged European business to continue their engagement with 
Indonesia and to resolve the ongoing issues regarding Palm Oil to which Chris Humphrey, Executive 
Director of the EU-ABC commented “We continue to encourage both the European Commission and 
the countries in ASEAN to have a constructive dialogue on this issue through the newly formed inter-
governmental working in order to resolve misconceptions on both sides. The EU has not banned palm 
oil. The EU needs to recognise the significant advances the region has made on sustainability in palm 
oil production.” 

Meeting with the President was part of the EU-ABC business mission trip to Indonesia, where the 
delegation had fruitful discussions with President Jokowi’s new cabinet. The Council’s meetings on 
this mission include (1) Ministry of Agriculture; (2) Ministry of Communication and Informatics; (3) 
Ministry of Tourism and Creative Economy; (4) BAPPENAS; (5) BKPM; (6) Ministry of Research and 
Technology; (7) Ministry of Finance; (8) Bank Indonesia; (9) Ministry of Health; (10) Ministry of Trade; 
(11) Coordinating Ministry for Economic Affairs; (12) Ministry of Industry; (13) Ministry of Trade; (14) 
DG Customs and Excise; (15) Ministry of Transportation; and, (16) OJK 

 

 

 

 

 



 
About the EU-ASEAN Business Council 

The EU-ASEAN Business Council (EU-ABC) is the primary and sole voice for European business covering 
all of the ASEAN region. 

It is recognised by the European Commission and the ASEAN Secretariat and is an accredited entity 
under Annex 2 of the ASEAN Charter. Independent of both bodies, the Council has been established 
to help promote the interests of European businesses operating within ASEAN and to advocate for 
changes in policies and regulations which would help promote trade and investment between Europe 
and the ASEAN region. The Council works on a sectorial and cross-industry basis to help improve the 
investment and trading conditions for European Businesses in the ASEAN region through influencing 
policy and decision makers throughout the region and in the EU, as well as acting as a platform for the 
exchange of information and ideas amongst its members and regional players within the ASEAN 
region. 

The EU-ABC’s membership consists of large European Multi-National Corporations and the nine 
European Chambers of Commerce from around Southeast Asia.  The EU-ABC represents a diverse 
range of European industries cutting across almost every commercial sphere from car manufacturing 
through to financial services and including Fast Moving Consumer Goods and high-end electronics and 
communications.  Our members all have a common interest in enhancing trade, commerce and 
investment between Europe and ASEAN. 

The Executive Director of the EU-ASEAN Business Council is Mr Chris Humphrey, and its Chairman is 
Mr Donald Kanak. The Council is led by an elected Board consisting of corporate leaders representing 
a range of important industry sectors and representatives of the European Chambers of Commerce. 

Companies on the EU-ABC’s Mission Trip to Indonesia included: ABB, B Braun, BASF, BDO, 
Booking.com, Bosch, BMW, Daimler, Danone, DHL, Diageo, Eastspring Investments, Ferrero, 
FrieslandCampania, Generali, Here Technologies, HSBC, Luther Law, Lidl, Michelin, Novartis, Pernod 
Ricard, PMI, Prudential, Rickett & Benckiser, Refinitiv, SAP, Siemens, Shell, SWIFT, Unilever, Zuellig 
Pharma. 
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